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speaks of were not confined, as one might suspect, to the exclusive
trades, such as the hatters and mill-wrights. The very numerous tailors
who were especially well organized and whom Place particularly
instances were not exclusive at all. The trade could be entered without a
formal apprenticeship and parish boys were often bound to tailors. The
barrier against .invasion by the semi-skilled seems to have been the
*Log* fixed by the London trade clubs as the amount of work required
of each man in a working day. A lad of 17 who had picked up his trade
in the country without a formal apprenticeship on coming to London in
1810 was at once admitted to work on inscribing his name at a house of
call
It required my utmost efforts [he writes] to get through the allotted amount
of a day's work within the appointed time - for the time as well as the amount
of work was strictly regulated. This daily task was considerably too much for
any but a clever and very quick hand, but then, as it was fixed by the work-
men themselves, there was neither room for complaining of the masters, nor
any good end to be answered by grumbling to the men.... Yet as it showed
the equitable principles upon which our trade unions were founded - in
providing that the largest possible amount of labour should be given in
exchange for the good wages demanded — it was generally approved of, even
by such, as, like myself, were not fully equal to the labour it involved.167
The tailors' high wages, however, were always accompanied by much
seasonal unemployment or under-employment. 'Cucumbers two a
penny, tailors twice as many', was a Covent Garden saying.
If Place is accurate, real wages in skilled London trades must have
risen with the fall in prices after the Peace. This was not the case among
the poorest London workpeople, the weavers and the unskilled
labourers, but even among these there is some evidence against a fall in
wages resulting in a deterioration of the standard of life. In 1826 Place
wrote, after a tour of inspection in the poorest parts of London, Rag
Fair, Petticoat Lane and Spitalfields in * this time of much distress. ...
Everywhere improvement has been going on and is still going on. Real
wages have not increased, but frugality, sobriety and better manage-
ment and self-respect have greatly increased'.168
Silk-weaving from an early stage in its history had been * a continual
refuge for the indigent and distressed*. This and other textile trades had
probably played.a considerable part in 'setting the poor on work', as

